Summary of the Press Conference by Attorney General Dr. Dominic Ayine

Attorney General and Minister of Justice, Dr. Dominic Akuritinga Ayine, addressed the media on his decision to drop criminal charges in certain cases initiated by his predecessors. He emphasized that his prosecutorial authority under Article 88 of the Constitution must be exercised fairly, reasonably, and without bias, as required by Article 296.
Reasons for Dropping Charges
Dr. Ayine justified his decision based on three main factors:
1. Ethical and Professional Concerns – He could not, in good conscience, continue prosecuting certain cases, particularly Republic v. Cassiel Ato Forson and Republic v. Ofosu Ampofo, as he had previously been involved as counsel. He maintained his view that these cases were politically motivated.
2. Defective Charges and Lack of Legal Merit – Some charges, such as those in Republic v. Collins Dauda, lacked clarity and failed to account for key financial transactions, making them legally unsound.
3. Weak Evidence and Wasted Resources – Several cases lacked sufficient evidence to secure a conviction, making further prosecution an inefficient use of state resources.
Commitment to Transparency
Dr. Ayine rejected the traditional view that an Attorney General need not justify decisions to discontinue prosecutions (nolle prosequi), citing constitutional and ethical obligations to be transparent. He emphasized that justice must not be influenced by political pressure, and prosecutorial decisions must be based on law and evidence, not personal or partisan considerations.

Judicial Conduct Concerns
He criticized the conduct of certain judges, suggesting that some had displayed bias against accused persons and undue deference to prosecution.

Conclusion
Dr. Ayine defended his actions as necessary to uphold legal ethics, protect due process, and prevent wrongful prosecutions. His decisions aimed to ensure that the justice system operates fairly and free from political influence.
